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• Support Spark Central’s after-school program, 
Level Up, at Audubon and Holmes Elementary

• Recruit students to volunteer as mentors for 
Level Up

• Recruit students to volunteer during Spark 
Central’s Station hours

• Provide support for Spark’s events like Spark-o-
ween, Elves Workshop, Mini Comicbook day

• As an Associate Staff over the summer of 2021, 
I worked to support the regular Station hours

• Having more mentors, Level Up would be able 
to take in more students during the program

• A diverse group of Level Up mentors would 
provide the leadership the program needs for 
the elementary students  

Project & Goals

The 2021-2022 academic year faced a number of
challenges with the number of volunteers committed 
to working with Spark Central.

As we begin to phase into this new era, I hope that 
mentors and volunteers are able to find their 
strengths and create community at Spark and their 
patrons. As an institution, college students are a great 
resource for working with Spark Central.

For me, I will continue to volunteer through the end of 
the Level Up program and find ways to keep working 
with the incredibly creative kids at Spark. Having only 
a certain time to work with students, I was still able 
to see their strong drive for creativity and never 
stopped amazing me. 

I hope I’m able to provide the help Spark Central and 
the West Central Neighborhood with the help they 
need. I also plan to continue advocating the arts for 
the students and equip them with confidence in their 
work.
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I understood that every student comes with a 
different view of their skills. I always bring myself 
to their level, not assuming what they are and 
aren’t capable of. 
The community arts aspect must be welcoming for 
anyone, and I see that Spark Central is able to 
bring that to everyone in the community.

Figure 4. Students working on creative kits in the Station

Background

What I Did

What I Learned

Academic Perspective

Civic Perspective

Personal Perspective

Partner Organization

Spark Central is a non-profit focused on 
breaking down barriers to creativity

The Station provides patrons with resources like 
technology, literature, internet, creative kits, and 
drop-in programs throughout the week

Working over the summer, I worked with Spark to 
lead a Digital Art club

This program worked with students from 4th to 8th
grade. Projects used digital design software like 
Photoshop, Illustrator, and Procreate

Figure 4. WeDo Robotics Zoo Summer Camp

Photo goes here
Provided support through direct service during the 
single day events including:
• Spark-O-Ween

• Elves Workshop

• Mini Comicbook Day

Recruitment for volunteers and mentors from 
Whitworth  throughout the academic year 

• Importance of having enough volunteers in 
order to allow the staff to focus on moving the 
organization forward

• Being a strong, kind, and committed mentor is 
a must for the Level Up students

• Spark Central provides creative outlets while 
combining lessons in art, science, and English

• Spark’s presence in the West Central 
community

As a designer and artist, I find ways to problem 
solve situations like a student who may not be as 
engaged in the activity. 

I also help in providing any designs when needed. 
Showing students what is possible in an art career 
path

It also provided me to exercise the skills needed 
to meet students where they are at and develop 
their strengths even further

I saw that Spark was able to provide the space 
and materials for students to feel and work 
empowered by their own creativity. 

The programs Spark provides also brings 
professionals in the field and people who love 
what they do together with the community 

Both enhancing the commitment and culture of 
the West Central neighborhood

Figure 3. Spark’s Station during Community Building Day

What is Next?

Figure 1. Digital Art Club Graphics

BECOME A MENTOR

What?
Level Up is a volunteer program which focuses on helping elementary school students engage in 

Social Emotional Learning through homework support, mentorship, STEAM and art 

activities, and community building. Volunteers will work with a small group of  students to assist 

with these various activities.

for youth at Spark Central through their 
Level Up program!

Have Questions? 
Email ugonzalez22@my.whitworth.edu

or visit serve.whitworth.edu 

for more information.

Scan the QR Code below to learn more!

Where and When?
Audubon Elementary School: 

October 5th - December 17th, Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:00-5:00PM

Holmes Elementary School: 

October 6th - December 17th, Wednesdays & Thursdays 3:00-5:00PM

Full semester commitment to one school is preferred. 

Figure 2. Spark Central’s 2020 report


