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Figure 1. Academic Enrichment in the 
Northwood Library

Our goal was to create an after school program for  
students at Northwood to receive tutoring from 
Whitworth volunteers.

- Building a mentorship relationship

- Sharing what it is like as a college student

- Improving low grades

- Catching up on missing assignment

I aspire to be an amazing teacher someday and I 
have always enjoyed working with students.

Northwood Middle School was in need of a 
program for students to be able to catch up on 
work they missed or having the chance to work on 
homework at school instead of at home.

Project & Goals

My hope for the future of the Academic Enrichment 
Program, is that more Whitworth students we be able 
to be involved in the effort of creating relationships 
and closing the gap for middle schoolers when 
thinking about post-secondary education.

As far as community work, next year I will be 
designing impact trips in Spokane for Whitworth 
students to experience how we can best serve our 
neighbors and the needs of our community.  I would 
love to find a way to put some of that focus in our k-
12 education.
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Relationship building guided me in the right 
direction towards helping students who were 
looking for a mentor and someone who could help 
them one on one with their work.  

Middle school is a hard time for a lot of people and 
I experienced the different ranges of growth and 
maturity between the 6th,7th, and 8th graders.  It 
is a tough time of figuring out who you are and 
who you want to become and I was able to be a 
role model for something that they could 
potentially do someday.Figure 3. Academic Enrichment in the 

Northwood Library
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Partner Organization
Northwood Middle School was seeking assistance 
in creating an after-school-homework-help 
program.  

Our main goal was to bring Whitworth volunteers 
into Northwood to give both middle school and 
college students the opportunity to engage and 
learn from each other while assisting with the 
students main tutor needs.

Figure 4. Academic Enrichment in the 
Northwood Library

The Academic Enrichment Program has grown in 
numbers week by week from when it first started 
this last Fall.

Northwood students used the time, 2:30PM –
5:00PM every Tuesday to catch up on missing 
assignments, retake tests, plan ahead, and 
organize their backpacks/binders/notebooks.

There was a lot of feedback from the middle 
schoolers saying how they like having a time and 
place once a week where they can be productive 
while still being with their friends at school (and 
that it made their parents/guardians very happy 
to be getting things done).

“Brain Breaks” were a necessity for all of the 
students as they needed time to socialize or play a 
game for 15-20 minutes to step away from their 
work. 

Throughout my partnership with Northwood Middle 
School, I have gained more of an understanding of 
what the tutoring needs are of a middle schooler, 
from what I was able to observe at Northwood.

The main subject that students needed help with 
was math.  The lead teacher of the program is an 
8th grade math teacher and encouraged many of 
her students to attend if they needed to retake 
anything or catch up on any missing assignments.  

Every student was very efficient in knowing what 
grades they needed to bring up and what 
assignments they needed to do to make that 
happen.  Every now and then, everyone needed a 
nudge to re-focus but, that is typical.

Tutoring overall, is an essential tool for any-aged 
student to be as successful as possible in school.  
Personally, I believe that this experience has 
taught me that the relationship between a college 
student and middle school student is very special.  
The relationships I built with the students all 
started with questions about what it is like as a 
college student.  They are not given as many 
opportunities as they should to engage with 
students in college.  Tutoring and mentoring is 
such a great way for these conversations to 
happen.

As an education major, I love every opportunity I 
can get to be out in the field.  I have not spent a 
lot of time inside a middle school so the creation 
of this program has been a fun and exciting way 
to work with middle school teachers and students.

As a musician I was also fortunate to engage with 
orchestra and band students that would attend 
academic enrichment (and even give a music 
theory lesson).

Through this tutoring experience with the students 
from Northwood, I observed and began to 
understand how much of an impact having one 
day a week for students to be with their peers and 
focus on school work made an impact on their 
confidence to be successful in school.

Figure 2. Academic Enrichment in the 
Northwood Library

What is Next?


