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Project & Goals

What I Did

The project was to support students at On Track
Academy, a high school in the Spokane Public
School District, according to the needs of the
school. After speaking with a teacher at On Track,
Molly Johnson, we aimed to have Whitworth
students go into the school to connect with
students and to hold event(s) that would either
give On Track students a glimpse into college life
or to support On Track in their existing programs.

The main outcome of the partnership this year
was holding a Roundtable event in the fall, where
five Whitworth students went to On Track for the
students there to ask questions and talk about
what college is like. The Whitworth students all
had different majors and backgrounds, to provide
a broader range of experiences for On Track
students to learn about. The goal was to give On
Track students a direct perspective on what
college is like, share about why we chose to go to
college, and other topics that the students may
not have been able to hear about before. Another
outcome was setting up a program called Lunch
Bunch, which aimed to connect Whitworth
students to On Track students in a casual
environment during lunch. The purpose was to
create a space for discussions, questions,
mentorship, and encouragement.

Background
This partnership is part of the Dornsife Center for
Community Engagement’s mission to get
Whitworth students involved in the community
through student leadership. This is the first year
we have connected with On Track and the critical
issue the partnership addressed was increasing
support for students beyond the classroom.

Partner Organization
On Track Academy is a choice school that supports
students in graduating high school and pursuing
the path that they choose after, whether it is
college, tech school, military, or other options. On
Track is highly collaborative between teachers,
families, and the students to meet the needs and
goals of the student. They seek to address issues
with education through a different approach.

Figure 1. On Track’s main common space.

What I Learned
Since this is the first year we partnered with On
Track, we learned some things regarding logistics,
capabilities, and limitations of both sides that will
be helpful in future planning. Specifically with the
issue of education, we were able to better
understand how exactly On Track supports their
students for success. We saw the focus on
relationships and connections that allow teachers
to truly know the students. Some students fall
through the cracks of the education system, which
may be due to larger societal issues. On Track
addresses these issues through their unique
structure, which is important as education is
fundamental to youth. Supporting every child in
their goals is essential in ensuring their health and
wellbeing, as well as in building a stronger
community.
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Figure 2. Student participants of the
Roundtable with our On Track partner.

What is Next?
Continuing to build and maintain partnership is ideal,
though with some adjustments after better
understanding the needs and abilities of both sides.
On Track aims to keep programming to the school day,
due to other commitments that many of their students
have before and after school, which presented a
challenge for this year as it conflicted with our school
schedules. In the future, looking towards planning
more one-time opportunities, instead of ongoing
opportunities, may be beneficial. This would allow us
to continue meeting the needs of On Track with some
of their programming, while allowing more Whitworth
students to engage in the community and in a wider
range of ways.

Figure 4. On Track students engaging with
a Whitworth students.

Civic Perspective
I was able to directly see the impact of an
alternative education option on the students.
Every student is capable of achieving their goals,
though some may require different support.
Seeing how On Track forms relationships with the
students to meet their individual needs and goals
allowed me to better understand how education
can be improved.

Academic Perspective
This partnership has enhanced my understanding
of various gaps and inequalities in education and
how they affect students as a whole. Having fewer
resources in a school, for example, leads to
academic effects such as falling behind. This can
lead to students feeling like they do not matter or
that their passions are not worth pursuing, which
are issues to improve upon.

Personal Perspective

Figure 3. Opportunity for students to
discuss one-on-one.

This was my first time working closely with a
community organization and leading peers to
engage with the community, so I developed
various skills relating to communication,
leadership, and organization that will be useful in
the future. My assumptions towards what On
Track would be like prior to this partnership was
changed and expanded, which leads me to want
to continue engaging in this issue.

