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Project & Goals

What I Did

As the Communication Specialist for the Whitworth
University Dornsife Center for Community
Engagement, my primary goal is to invite
Whitworth Students to engage in their community.
I do this through social media, digital media, and
printed media.

Throughout this academic year, here are several of
the projects I have completed for the Dornsife
Center for Community engagement:

I complete a variety of projects to serve the
Dornsife Center, ranging from posters to logos to
social media posts.

• Developed a brand guide for the Whitworth
Serves program (Community Engagement
Advocates are the driving forces in this student
leadership program)
• Created posters for all events, programs, and
campaign put on by the center.
• Designed a logo for a Community Partner.

Background
I became a Community Engagement Advocate in
Spring of 2020, and over the course of these two
years I have worked with the communication team
to increase brand recognition among students and
maintain student engagement in the community.

Partner Organization
The Dornsife Center for Community Engagement
works with faculty and students at Whitworth
University and community partners in Spokane.
Their goal is to bring students into the community
and meet the needs of local organizations by
focusing on asset-based community development.
The Dornsife Center seeks to address a variety of
needs in the community, from assisting in K-12
education to advocating for Autism acceptance to
fighting food insecurity. Their mission is “Equity
for All, Starting with Our Neighbors”.

Figure 1. Students gardening with Growing
Neighbors on the Fall Break 2021 trip.

• Planned and executed a social media strategy
for the Whitworth Serves Instagram.
• Co-led a three-day community engagement trip
over Whitworth’s fall break.
• Planned and co-led a tree planting trip.

What I Learned
Through my partnership with the Dornsife Center,
I have had the opportunity to connect with
Whitworth students and community partners to
better understand the needs of the Spokane
Community.

Figure 2. Students returning from the Fall
2021 tree planting trip.

What is Next?
Moving forward, the communication team at the
Dornsife Center for Community Engagement should
continue to focus on brand recognition among
Whitworth Students in order to further student
education about asset-based community development,
using pathways, specific needs in Spokane, and more.
This can be done partially though the continued
efforts of CEAs to plan community engagement
opportunities that meet specific needs of our partners
and are of interest to students. Additionally, using the
brand guide I created will help the Dornsife Center
have a consistent presence on campus and in the
community through print, digital, and social media.

With students, I learned about using the six
Pathways of Civic Engagement to engage in the
community, and how to share those with students.
Additionally, I have learned about the importance
of educating students about their community and
how to use asset-based community development
in volunteering efforts.

Civic Perspective
Working with the Dornsife Center as a Community
Engagement Advocate has helped me understand
the importance of staying educated about issues
in my local community and look for the strengths
in that community to help solve those issues.
Additionally, it has helped provide me with tools to
be an engaged citizen with the drive and knowhow to help tackle social justice issues.

Academic Perspective
As a communication major, much of my role at the
Dornsife Center has allowed me to deepen skills I
have learned in my courses. I have been able to
apply social media management skills from
Strategic Communication courses, design
principles from Graphic Design I and II, and even
enhanced my understanding of event planning
from my Strategic Event Planning course.

I have also had the opportunity to connect with
community partners to understand critical issues
in the community such as systemic repression of
growth in West Central. For example, I learned
about TIF, and how that funding is intended to
serve West Central, but the lack of input from
people in West Central about the funding’s use
results in the TIF money being used ineffectively.
It is imperative to understand both Whitworth
University students and the needs of the Spokane
community and our partners. Learning about
Pathways of civic engagement and ABCD can help
us to become more mindful and impactful civil
servants. Knowing about specific issues facing our
community can help us strengthen the community
more effectively and avoid a savior mindset.

Figure 4. Posters created for various
Whitworth Serves events.

Personal Perspective

Figure 3. The cover page of the official
Whitworth Serves brand guide.

Through this experience, I have learned the
importance of leaning on my achiever and input
strengths. I have developed my ability listen
attentively to the needs of students and
community partners and absorb the information I
am given. I have been pushed to combine by
strengths and lean on the strengths of other
members of the organization where I am weak.
Moving forward, I will continue to develop these
skills personally and professionally.

