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• Record “How To” videos of arts and crafts
• Make a virtual connection and meet the

children’s needs

Outcomes: 
Access to internet is harder than ever during the 
pandemic (i.e. taking turns, limited time on 
computers, etc.). These videos are there for 
whenever they are able to access the internet.

Project & Goals

Sisters Haven was founded through Catholic Charities 
in November 2018. It provides homes for families 
experiencing homelessness along with many 
resources for these families to have comfort, 
support, and necessities. One of these resources is 
the early childcare center and that is where we 
connect with the kiddos at Sisters Haven. 

Sisters Haven is named after the legions of women 
religious of Eastern Washington. 

We are not able to meet with the kiddos, but want to 
assure them that we are still right there with them. 
We do not want to let any hurdles get in the way 
from supporting the kiddos who live in Sisters Haven. 

Background & Critical Issue

• Kathleen Schmidt and Morgan Dehnert
has been amazing community partners.

• Worked with us to find this alternative
because of the pandemic.
• Ensuring this alternative is still

helpful, accommodating, and
important for the kiddos

• We stay in contact with them
throughout each semester to ensure
that we can continue to support each
other.

Partner Organization

Community is finding a way of being there for 
one another regardless. We are here for the 
kiddos at Sisters Haven and to meet their needs. 

It is important to assure and remind them that 
even though we are unable to be there live or in 
person, we will always find a way to be there for 
them.  

Additionally to these “How To” arts and crafts 
videos, we lead the volunteers in learning more 
about the root issue of access to education and 
we reflect upon them. 

What We Did

Each week, when we lead reflection and watch 
these videos, we then talk about these root 
causes and how, as a society, we can work to 
combat this systemic issue so that now and 
when the pandemic ends, we can continue to 
fight these injustices no matter what career we 
choose.  

In making these “How To” videos, we do not 
upfront see the impact they are making. It may 
seem like there is no impact at all, but it has 
taught us all that service is not about the “sexy 
work”. If we were only in it for the “sexy work” 
where we can “feel good about ourselves”, I 
don’t think any of the volunteers would have 
stayed. It would be so much more fun to be 
there in person with the kiddos, but we are 
learning that it is about, regardless of the 
situation, being there for and with our 
community no matter what. It is about meeting 
the needs of the kiddos in a way that is helpful 
and enjoyable to them! 

There is always something we can do and that is 
something we all have learned more now than 
ever before. 

What I Learned
• We look forward to the connection

between Gonzaga students and the kiddos
at Sisters Haven to continue

• Hopefully in person can start up next
semester so that the kiddos can spend
some quality time making arts and crafts
or get tutoring with the volunteers in
person

• We plan to use what we have learned this
semester with Sisters Haven (both arts and
crafts and reflection) will help us all
continue to be active people in fighting for
justice for access to education (regardless
of our careers)

What is Next
• This experience has helped us deepen

our academic knowledge on the issues
with access to education.

• Fighting this injustice starts with
educating ourselves on this deep rooted
issue.

• Our personal values have deepened as
we have connected with these families
during the pandemic in a unique way.

Civic Perspective

This unique way in connecting with these 
families during the pandemic has helped us 
increase our perspective on what iit means to 
focus on the bigger picture as opposed to 
always having a direct connection. 

Project & Goals

• It challenged us in trying to figure out an
alternative that was still meaningful and
impactful for the kiddos. It definitely took some
time at the start of last semester in figuring out
the next step.

• We have been able to implement our skills in
planning something that works for kiddos so that
they can have access to these videos whenever
they have the chance. We also spent this time in
educating ourselves so when in person resumes,
we are more prepared than ever before.

Project & Goals
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