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Project & Goals
The Democratic Engagement Project focuses on rebuilding
trust in democracy within the Spokane Community
through recommendations from the 2020 report, Our
Common Purpose, a bipartisan report dedicated to
understanding the deterioration of democracy. This project
consists of a series of presentations, of various lengths,
tailored to the specific desires of organizations who invite
the student group to present the findings of the report.
This project strives to build connections with the
community in order to provide organizations with concrete
suggestions on ways in which their group could participate
in restructuring democracy and confidence in democratic
institutions within the community.

Background
The American Academy of Arts and Sciences
produced a report entitled Our Common
Purpose in 2020 through bipartisan research and
work. After conducting a series of 50 listening
sessions, the commission create 31
recommendations on ways to rebuild trust in
democratic institutions and faith in American
democracy.

Partner Organization
Our project worked with the Whitworth University
Democratic Engagement Team as our
organization. This group focuses on rebuilding
trust in democratic institutions through the AAAS
report. We supported the Democratic Engagement
Team through direct work with different
consituencies to spread awareness on ways to
interact with democracy within their organizations
and the greate Spokane community.

What We Did
Our group read and synthesized the AAAS's
report and summarized the information into
a roughly 20-minute presentation with
visuals then used this as our template. We
then offered a presentation to multiple local
groups giving them the option to choose
how long they want us to present. Using the
information given about the organization
and the time allotted, we streamlined
our presentations to best communicate the
report to each organization individually. We
then conducted short surveys asking
questions about how the audience felt about
the ideas covered in the presentation.

What We Learned
Our project necessitated our engagement
and exploration of the idea of democracy itself as
well as methods to improve representation and
trust. We grew in our ability as students to
communicate with numerous organizations
not affiliated with our campus by various means.
These means of communication include: E-mail
correspondence, face to face meeting, facetime
calls, and phone calls. The skills acquired
will undoubtedly be applicable to future careers
regardless of field. To communicate with
unfamiliar organizations is an indispensable tool in
any profession. This experience will give all
students involved an enviable advantage in
employability.
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What is Next?
Our next steps are to present to more
organizations and to reflect on responses given
to us about the presentations already given.
Feedback is crucial for finding the efficacy of
our presentation. Further steps will also involve
recording our process for future honors
students who sign up for this project. We will
streamline our presentation according to
feedback received to better share the ideas the
report has to offer. We will also use our
experience with various organizations to
formalize strategies to target specific audiences
thereby facillitating the process for future
students in our project.

This project presents a wide scope of the
community which is affected by
democracy. During the creation of the
presentations, this project demonstrates
the rage of political opinions and interests
of the Spokane community. These
differences demonstrate the complex
nature of focusing on rebuilding democracy
and overcoming ideological differences.

Academic Perspective
The readings covered in our Honors Seminar
course apply to the research conducted and
presentations given because we had to engage
community members from a unique position. Our
team's diversity of academic background also
gave us an edge in coverage of tasks and input.

Personal Perspective

Due to the unique goal of our partnership, the
scope of our community and community partner
are very different compared to most other
partnerships. Much of this comes from the fact
that the community effected by our project is
the entire nation and that the community partner
we are collaborating with is our professor.
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Civic Perspective

Throughout this project our team had to learn to
coordinate to complete tasks on time and with
quality work. We realized throughout our project
that as a team we complement eachother's
strengths and weaknesses making for a good
team.
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