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Centennial Trail / Neighborhood cleanup
• Goals:

• Help to clean-up the Logan 
Neighborhood

• Assist in making the 
centennial a safer and more 
accessible place

Outcomes: Made substantial progress on 
bettering the centennial, as well as 
assisted in marketing for and helping in 
community cleanups
Partners: Lindsey Shaw

Project & Goals

For the Centennial project, Lindsey Shaw 
had already been doing substantial work to 
move the project along. We wanted to get 
lighting up but ran into lots of red tape-
fortunately, we are making major headway 
into this. This would benefit everyone in the 
community by giving us access to a 
forgotten part of our community

For the cleanups, we helped to clear out 
several sections and make our 
neighborhood cleaner!

Background 

I worked with the Logan Neighborhood 
Council, which is a community-based 
organization dedicated to help with the 
upkeep and improvement of the Logan 
community as a whole.

Partner Organization

Centennial Trail: I was tasked with reaching out 
to several people regarding the trail and our 
overall goal. I was sent to assist in finding 
information about what we can do and how we 
could go about it. We were met with a lot of 
hoops to jump through, and while this project 
will take time, we made real progress.

Volunteering: This section of the internship was 
spread over several ventures out into the 
neighborhood with members of the greater 
community, as well as students who shared the 
common goal of bettering the community. We 
were successful in picking up loads of trash 
along the centennial trail and hit several spots 
randomly throughout the neighborhood in our 
trash pick-up.

Other: I was tasked with several other random 
tasks which ranged from creating a brochure to 
help spread awareness for our endeavors, assist 
in monthly meetings, research Zoom tactics and 
several other housekeeping tasks.

What I Did

I learned a lot in my time with the Logan 
Neighborhood council. I learned what true 
dedication was pertaining to your community. I 
saw firsthand from the partner I was associated 
with (Lindsey Shaw) what being involved in your 
community truly entails.
I also learned a lot about the problems facing 
our community. In just a few trash clean-ups it 
became apparent to me that there was a 
massive red mark in our community. The 
plastics riddled all over the community was 
immense. It led me to wonder the ramifications 
it had on the environment that effect everyone-
and it has impacted the Spokane river in such a 
way that the PCB content in the river is higher 
than it is almost anywhere else in the country. I 
helped to kickstart a club delving into issues just 
like this and we are currently working on 
solutions for this very problem.

What I Learned
For the main project we are waiting for 
responses back from several people 
regarding where we can progress In this 
next year, but in due time we will be 
marching on. As far as for me, I was shown 
what it means to get involved in my 
community, and I have seen where my 
future lies in whatever community I live in. 
While I am here at Gonzaga, I plan to 
continue to help with the clean-ups in a 
more volunteer type of way. I have learned 
the importance of cleaning a community 
and what cleaning it up can mean for the 
broader members.

What is Next

This experience showed me a lot about my 
organizations mission. It was community 
focused and forced me to think critically about 
solutions to problems that I would have 
otherwise never assumed needed solving. I got 
to dive in head-first into an organization with 
roots so deep with its members and see what it 
takes to upkeep a community.

Civic Perspective

What I learned about this community was how 
close and invested all of the members are. I 
think this counts as a major asset in the Logan 
Neighborhood. What this Neighborhood needs 
is more awareness to all of its surrounding 
neighbors, and a more collective effort for 
betterment of the community

Community Assets/Needs

This internship brought me closer to my 
spirituality in many ways. As well, it helped 
enlighten my faith in my community, and 
showed me what it should look like when I 
settle down in the future. I am very thankful for 
all that this internship showed me and the 
people it allowed me to introduce myself to. 
People who were compelled to lead in a more 
service centric mindset , something we could all 
take from and learn from.
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