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Project & Goals

We conducted interviews of students and youth
organizations in Northeast Spokane. This data was
analyzed to incorporate youth voice into designing
expanded learning opportunities in the future.
1. To prove that students should have equal access to
after school and summer programs (e.g internships,
volunteer opportunities, camps, sports, tutoring).
2. To document youth’s perspectives, interests, and
input.
3. To create a network of youth organizations and a
youth advisory team to formulate expanded learning
opportunities collaboratively.

What I Did

Over the academic year we worked to collect 50
interviews of youth and youth organizations to create a
set of compiled coded qualitative data. This data was
analyzed and used for a final report to share with the
community. Our goal was to share and present this data
with community partners to obtain collaborative input for
a youth leadership team to create expanded opportunities
for youth in Northeast Spokane.

Background

The Wolff Fellowship program, strives to create
partnerships with the community and develop projects
that build community capacity. Projects are designed on
the following pathways: direct service, faith and justice,
community-engaged learning and research, philanthropy,
policy and politics, advocacy and awareness, and social
innovation.

Partner Organization

The Zone Project is a placed-based, community initiative
in the neighborhoods of Northeast Spokane. They envision
neighborhoods where all children are safe and nurtured,
where residents and families are connected to school and
community, and where all families have what they need to
thrive. The Zone Project, supported by the Northeast
Community Center, brings together organizational
partners and families in the neighborhoods and schools
that feed into the Northeast quadrant. For Over 50 years,
residents of these neighborhoods have struggled with
unemployment, higher rates of trauma, food and housing
insecurity, and educational attainment.

Personal Perspective

There were a lot of barriers to initiate a conversation
with youth, due to ensuring their safety, but since this
approval took until October we couldn’t interview a lot
of the youth earlier. Moreover, we lacked a personal
relationship with these youth, which was challenging
to obtain in depth responses. Overall, our data is not
as rich as we expected, but I want to thank the
community members and youth that participated to
further create a more inclusive community. I hope that
this research is only the beginning of a fruitful journey
to youth’s advocacy and empowerment.

Academic Perspective

What I Learned

Through this experience I had the opportunity to interact
with a lot of the youth living in Northeast Spokane. Their
stories will forever stay in my heart, but I hope our
community comes together to create collaborative and
creative programs to meet youth’s needs and interests.
The complexity of our current education system is vast
and it highlights the structural inequalities, institutional
practices, and ideologies that takes advantage of certain
members in our society through the ripple effects of
political, economic hierarchies, and racial ideologies,
which directly influence inequalities in the education
system and shape the experiences and lives of many
students. These laws and structures continue to create
bigger gaps in the education system, that continue to tear
down lives of students instead of fruitfully cultivating a
space of safety, acceptance, love, growth, and learning. It
is important for our community to come together and
focus on listening to youth, align programs and resources,
and ensure the goals of youth.

What Next

1. Continue to present the compiled report to
community members and youth program
organizations in Spokane.
2. Establish partnerships to collaboratively create
expanded learning with a youth advisory team.

The interview process and qualitative data is
important to academic learning. Moreover, personal
stories further continue to follow the path of
humanizing and accompaniment. This data is very
important to learning about our communities and
further can bridge our communities together.

Civic Perspective

The Zone Project has shown a commitment to
building powerful and inclusive connections,
opening doors of opportunity with families, and
creating an impact that lasts for generations. This
research is to further work together to create a
change in Northeast Spokane and further shine a
light on the deep disparities in education that
affects children, youth, and families.

