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Project & Goals
Our project was to design an ecoregion exhibit to be
displayed in Finch Arboretum showcasing the flora
from Walla Walla, Washtucna, Spokane, Lookout
Pass, and 4th of July Pass with the following goal:
Create an interactive and educational experience that
is accessible for everyone

Results
We gathered information concerning the flora to be put in
each ecoregion to help us decide on different narratives to
present to the public to be voted on in order to create a
single plan for the exhibit.
Below depicts the maps for the ecoregion ideas
accompanied by our narrative themes:

Challenges
Deciding on which Accessibility Options were most
appropriate for the arboretum:
Softer or Harder materials (ranging from dirt/ bark/
compatible ground to asphalt/ wood/ epoxy-resins/
concrete/ brick)

Outcomes:
For us students, it has created an ability to problem
solve and be creative when trying to create an
experience that our community partners can use to
present to the city council and create the exhibit.

Background
The partnership came as a result of a master plan
created to renovate Finch arboretum, and one of the
renovations was an ecoregion exhibit showcasing the
Inland Northwest.

Ecological

Native Tribes

Our Ecological Narrative
idea will demonstrate a
more natural, undisturbed
look to each exhibit;
canopies stretched over
paths and dense top cover.
Signage would provide
information about
ecosystem services unique
to their respective plant.

Our Tribal narrative would expand
and elaborate on the plant uses by
Native Americans for food,
medicine, housing, etc...) and
emphasize how the Native
Americans interacted with the
environment compared to
Europeans/Americans. We would
also Include some region-specific
tribe artwork

Western Expansion
The Western Expansion Narrative will focus on logging,
western expansion through colonization and plant use by
colonists

What material should be presented for the public that
would be educational yet still engaging for all ages?
Which narrative should be incorporated with the
ecoregion exhibits, (Ecological, Native Tribes, or
Western Expansion)?
Due to COVID-19 impacting group meetings, plans for
a public Charrette for feedback on the ecoregions has
been changed. Instead of getting direct input through
a Charrette we will now use an online survey to get
the public’s opinion on what is desired for the
ecoregions.

Plant Portfolios
A portfolio was designed for
each plant in the ecoregion
exhibit. Each portfolio includes
basic plant information,
information unique to the
narratives, and fun facts.

Partner Organization
The Finch Arboretum is 65 acres of wooded hills in
southwest Spokane and is open to the public yearround to create a fun and educational experience for all
who visit.

Critical Issue
Our project sought to address education in Spokane
especially pertaining to the natural world around us.
We live in an area surrounded by forest and nature.
The Ecoregion Exhibit seeks to inform visitors of their
surroundings and to bring them along on a journey
through their world.

Ponderosa Pine
Pinus ponderosa

Did you know that Lewis and
Clark used hollowed
Ponderosa Pine to make
canoes?

This information will be presented to the public and
stakeholders for the final results.

What Next
Our final products aim to generate stakeholder and
public input; therefore our next steps are to
implement those ideas decided upon by the public.
After checking in, we would then be able to flush out
a narrative and really hit the ground running with a
single vision for the master plan.
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