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What We Did

Project and Goals
•

•

Spokane County is currently building a 10.5
mile stretch of freeway known as the NorthSouth freeway. This will increase the rate of
transportation in the area, but it will also cut
off community members and push people
from their homes. To reconnect the
community with the landscape, the County
has agreed to establish the Children of the
Sun Trail which will run adjacent to the North
Spokane Corridor.
Our job was to create trail placards which will
run along this trail. Each representing a theme
that collectively tells the story of the Spokane
Tribe.

Figure 1: Salmon People
Placard going along the
river.

Mission: The Native American population was originally
forced onto these small parcels of land in exchange for
resources; however, many of these promised resources
never came. As Spokane continues to urbanize, we lose
more of the Spokane Native culture. This project allowed us
to push a little more for Native Rights. If we could not undo
the past injustices, we at least wanted to keep their history
and stories known.

Academic/Personal Perspective
•
•

Goal 1: Educate the public on the Spokane Tribe
Goal 2: Tell the history from the tribe’s point of
view
Goal 3: Increase an overall environmental
awareness in the city of Spokane

Allowed us to work in the field and see all our research
culminate into a physical project
Allowed us to work alongside tribal members after
learning about Native American culture and history in
our classes

What We Learned
•

Background

Collaborators:
• Wendy Thompson (University Director of Tribal
Relations),
• Planning Committee at the Department of
Transportation
• Marsha Wynecoop (Language Program Manager
at Wellpinit Reservation)

Civic Perspective

•
•

Figure 2: Lewis &
Clark Placard

Balancing the competing agendas of the tribe and
WSDOT (they did not always have the same goals in
mind)
Importance of communication.
How to tell a good story. With the direction of Marsha
and our research skills, we found a way to highlight
the important information needed to tell the tribal
narrative

What’s Next…
•
•

Hand over our PDF placards to WSDOT who will
place it as markers along the trail.
Give the research to the Physics Department and
Rhonda Young in hopes that they can turn our work
into an App

